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Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 
In the Puyallup School District, we continue 

to improve teaching and learning for each 

student. We know that parents and families 

are our most valuable partners in this 

journey. Washington State has adopted 

rigorous learning standards defining what every child should know and be able to do in 

each subject area and grade level. Achieving these career and college ready standards 

requires continuous progress monitoring of student learning and targeted support when 

needed. 

 

Like teachers, parents need accurate and meaningful information about their child’s 

strengths and challenges to better understand and support their child’s learning.  

A standards-referenced report card is helpful in many ways. First, it clarifies and 

reinforces consistent, high expectations for all students and schools. Second, the report 

card helps teachers, students, and families focus on the learning standards throughout 

the school year. Third, progress on the big ideas and concepts your child has learned 

and what work is still needed for success at the next grade level helps ensure that your 

child receives additional support both at home and school when necessary. The report 

card also provides specific feedback on progress toward the learning standards, so 

students, families, and teachers can work together to set meaningful goals for 

improvement. Finally, the report card is an official record of student performance over 

time. 

 

This report card guide provides information about the report card being used at your 

child’s school, including frequently asked questions, additional background information, 

a description of proficiency levels, a sample report card, and further detail on the 

content area standards included on the report card. Please don’t hesitate to contact 

your school principal or classroom teacher for any additional information regarding the 

elementary report card or grading practices. 
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Learning 
Standards 
describe what a 
student should 
know and be able 
to do at an 
identified point in 
time. 

Standards-aligned 
curriculum and 
instructional 
materials used by 
teachers ensures 
classroom instruction 
targets the learning 
standards.  

Assessments used 
by a teacher or 
building to measure 
student learning and 
progress toward 
mastery of the 
learning standards. 

The report card is used 
for communicating a 
child’s progress to their 
parent/guardian. 

Washington 
State 

Learning 
Standards

Curriculum 
and 

Instruction

Assessments Reporting

Standards-Referenced Report Cards 

 
In a standards-referenced system, student progress is measured toward mastery of 

identified standards, instead of how the student performs compared to other students.  

 

A standards-referenced report card communicates student performance measured 

against a specific and observable set of grade level skills.  

 

This type of reporting keeps teachers, parents, and students focused on the outcomes 

defined by the Washington State Learning Standards adopted for all students in 

Washington State. 

 
There are four essential components of a standards-referenced 
system: 
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What are the Washington State Learning Standards? 

 
The Washington State Learning Standards define what all students need to know and 

be able to do at each grade level. The Washington State Learning Standards were 

developed through collaborative processes across the state and nationwide. 

 

The Washington State Learning Standards include the Common Core State Standards 

for English Language Arts and Mathematics and The Next Generation Science 

Standards along with state standards for the arts, social studies, health, fitness, world 

languages, and career and technical education. 

The following four learning goals provide the foundation for the development of all 

academic learning standards in Washington state:  

• Read with comprehension, write effectively, and communicate successfully in a 
variety of ways and settings and with a variety of audiences; 
 

• Know and apply the core concepts and principles of mathematics; social,  
physical, and life sciences; civics and history, including different cultures and 
participation in representative government; geography; arts; and health and 
fitness; 
 

• Think analytically, logically, and creatively and to integrate technology literacy 
and fluency as well as different experiences and knowledge to form reasoned 
judgments and solve problems; and 
 

• Understand the importance of work and finance and how performance, effort, 
and decisions directly affect future career and educational opportunities. 
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How were standards selected for the Puyallup Elementary 
Report Card? 
 
The Washington State Learning Standards, which are based on the Common Core 

Standards, were used to create our report card across the content areas. The Puyallup 

School District Elementary Report Card reflects what students need to know, 

understand, and be able to do by the end of a given academic year. A common 

understanding of what is expected of each student, as well as a clear understanding of 

each student’s learning progress, is essential in communicating accurate and 

transparent information about a student’s overall performance. The Puyallup School 

District values a strong home-school partnership. The elementary report card is an 

important tool in creating a shared understanding about each student’s growth; both 

academically and social-emotionally.  

 
What are the Essential Standards? 
 
Consider all the Washington State Learning Standards as a target. There are numerous 

standards in reading, math, science, social studies, physical education, music, and art. 

Within each subject are a variety of learning standards with some being more critical to 

learning than others. 

 

The essential standards are defined by the Puyallup School District as those learning 

standards that have endurance, leverage, and develop a readiness for the next level of 

learning. 

 
Endurance Do we really expect our students to retain the knowledge and skills over 

time? 
 
Leverage Will proficiency in this standard help the student in other areas of the 

curriculum and other academic disciplines? 
 

Readiness Is it essential for success in the next unit, course, or grade level? 
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While all standards are taught, the critical essential standards are the primary focus for 

teaching to mastery and intervention. The elementary report card informs 

parents/guardian of progress toward the essential standards. 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
How will student progress be reported in the academic 
areas of the elementary report card? 
 
A standards-referenced report card uses academic performance indicators that are 

observable and objective. The learning standards are based on benchmarks that 

specify what students should know and be able to do at each grade level. The 

standards serve as a basis for curriculum choices, instructional strategies, and 

assessments. 

 

Exceptional Performance at or Above Grade Level 
 

Students who receive a 4 are “at or above” the expected learning 
target for the period measured. Mastery or proficiency of  

the standard does not mean that teaching and learning end; rather, it indicates that the 
student has reached a level of performance for that standard with consistency, 
accuracy, and quality. Further instruction and practice will focus on more complex work 
within the standard and will offer additional levels of challenge for the learner in applying 
that standard.  
 
 

The entire target…all the 
Washington State  

Learning Standards 

Standards 
students must 
know and be 

able to do 

http://chiranjibmazumdar.blogspot.com/2009_08_01_archive.html
http://chiranjibmazumdar.blogspot.com/2009_08_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/
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   Consistently Meet Grade Level Standards 
 

Students who receive a 3 are right on target for mastery of the 
standard by the end of the school year. They are consistently  

meeting the standard and are demonstrating a level of understanding that is typically 
expected during the academic year. 
 
 

Showing Progress Toward Consistently Meeting 
Standards 

 
Students who receive a 2+ are below grade level performance, but    

are progressing toward proficiency of grade level standards. They may require regular 
support, monitoring, and/or assistance from an adult to progress further. 
 
 

  Meets Some Grade Level Standards 
 

Students who receive a 2 are below grade level performance but 
are still meeting some parts of the grade level standards.  

Proficiency of grade level standards will require regular support, monitoring, and/or 
assistance from an adult to progress. 
 

 
 Showing Progress Toward Meeting Some Standards 

 
Students receiving a 1+ are below grade level performance, but    
are progressing toward meeting some grade level standards. They  

are still acquiring pre-requisite skills to understand the content and/or apply the skills of 
the grade level standard. Students need additional adult assistance, 
increased time, smaller chunks of learning, and/or alternative strategies for gaining 
foundational standards that will lead to the grade level standards. 
 
 

    Does Not Meet Grade Level Standards 
 

Students receiving a 1 are significantly below grade level 
performance. They are still acquiring pre-requisite skills to 
understand the content and/or apply the skills of the grade level  

standard. Students will need significant adult assistance, increased time, smaller 
chunks of learning, and/or alternative strategies to gain foundational skills that will lead 
to mastery of the grade level standards. 
 
 
    

  

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pictogram_voting_number_one.svg
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/file:plus_blue.svg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/file:plus_blue.svg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/file:plus_blue.svg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/file:plus_blue.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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   Not Assessed at This Time 
    

An N/A indicates the standard was introduced, but not fully  
assessed during the months leading up to the report card. Some standards will be 
taught during a specific portion of the year, while others will be taught and practiced 
throughout the year. 
 

   Empty Box 
    

An empty report card box indicates the standard was not formally 
introduced during the months leading up to the report card. This  

applies mainly to science and social studies where the content is taught in units. 
 

How will student progress be reported for Skills for Learning 
(Work Habits) grades? 
 
The “Skills for Learning” section of the elementary report card provides feedback on 

critical work habits and the personal characteristics of a successful learner.  

 

Number marks will be given to indicate progress in these areas as follows: 
 
4 – Exceptional Performance 
3 – Consistently Meets Standard 
2 – Inconsistently Meets Standard 
1 – Does Not Meet Standard 

 

How do teachers determine scores on assignments? 
 

The following is an example of how a teacher may determine a score for an assignment. 

Suppose your child had a book report assigned. Your student received the grading 

expectations and requirements such as title, author, setting, etc. 

 
• The teacher may give your child a “4” if the book report included all the required 

information and exceeded expectations. Perhaps it was displayed in a creative 
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format and additional relevant information was included to demonstrate a higher 
level of learning. 
 

• A score of “3” would indicate your child met all the required criteria with quality. 
He/she completed the task and demonstrated an understanding of the concept. 
 

• A score of “2” indicates he/she met some of the criteria but left some of the 
required parts out. 
 

• If your child’s score was a “1”, then he/she was unable to demonstrate the basic 
requirements of the assignment. 

 

Of course, this is just an example. Individual marks are determined based on clear  

expectations of learning targets for students. Individual teachers will use different  

marks or a combination of marks while recording evidence of learning. Teachers  

may use percentages, points, checklists, and rubrics (4, 3, 2, 1). Most teachers will  

use a combination of scoring methods depending upon the assignment.  

  

Some assignments will be graded, and some will not. First attempts and beginning 

practice will be corrected, but no mark given for academic progress. The teacher may 

keep a mark indicating the practice was completed. This gives students opportunities to 

learn new skills in a risk-free setting. Only after a skill has been taught and practiced will 

grades be factored into a report card grade. Multiple opportunities will be given for your 

child to master a standard. In general, 3-5 pieces of successful evidence will be 

collected to determine mastery of a concept or standard.  

 

80% is often considered mastery when using percentages. Some skills are so  

critical that teachers may want a higher mastery level which could be set at 85,  

90, or even 100% depending on the skill. An example of this is “mastery of  

multiplication facts,” which are often expected to be mastered at 100%. There are  

some areas where evidence could be based solely on teacher observation such  

as in the standard “selects a variety of reading materials.” 
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How do teachers determine report card scores? 
 
The essential standards are year-end goals. To determine a trimester grade, teachers 

collect evidence of student learning through daily work, observation, and assessment. 

This evidence is used to determine whether the student has fully mastered the skill or 

needs additional time and re-teaching.  

 

First and second trimester progress reflects achievement to that point in the year.  

 

Third trimester progress, marked “S for Spring” on the report card, reflects achievement 

for the entire year as related to the standard. 

 
First trimester on the report card marked “F for Fall” 
Reflects September to end of first trimester progress 
 
 
Second trimester on the report card marked “W for Winter”    
Reflects September to end of second trimester progress     
 
 
Third trimester on the report card marked “S for Spring”           
Reflects September to June progress based on the year-end  
standard 
   

Skills learned in previous trimesters don’t need to be formally re-assessed each  

trimester. Because curriculum spirals and the expectations for achievement often  

increase, assessment is likely each trimester. This also gives teachers the  

opportunity to re-teach missing skills and students the opportunity to demonstrate  

their new learning. If a skill is not formally re-assessed, then the “NA” mark can be used. 

 

Teachers will use their judgment to determine a grade. If the student did not  

perform well on beginning assessments or assignments, but the trend is  

improvement, then the student may be given a plus attached to their current mark or  

 

F W S 

F W S 

F W S 
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perhaps a higher mark. If the student is inconsistent with scores--teachers must ask  

themselves--does this student consistently demonstrate mastery? Probably not.  

 

Teachers will utilize all the evidence including observation, daily work, and  

assessments to determine a child’s academic performance. They will  

look for consistency in the evidence they’ve gathered. If the evidence is consistent  

across several types of assignments or assessments and the student’s scores are fairly  

uniform, this is an easy task. If the evidence is inconsistent, the teacher must look  

deeper and search for the reason. Teachers face the difficult task of determining which  

evidence represents the truest and most appropriate summary of a student’s  

achievement.  

 

In such cases, teachers will keep in mind three recommended guidelines: 

 

1.  Give priority to the more (most) recent pieces of 

evidence; 

 

     2.  Give priority or greater weight to the most  

          comprehensive evidence; and  

 

     3.  Give priority to the evidence related to the most  

     important learning goals or expectations. 

 
Can a student perform at a level 3 and then move to a lower 
level in the next marking period? 
 

The report card language reflects end of year mastery. Some skills may be split 

between the three trimesters in smaller, more achievable benchmarks to measure 

progress toward meeting end of year expectations. Expectations increase from one 

marking period to the next as a student progresses toward the end of grade-level 
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standard. A student may meet the grade-level expectation first trimester, but as the level 

of difficulty in the standard increases, the student may not remain at the same level of 

proficiency second trimester. 

Will teachers provide comments or feedback on the report 
card regarding my child’s progress? 
 
Teachers will provide additional 

information regarding student progress 

in the comments section of the report 

card. After each section of the report 

card are two lines labeled “Comment 1 

and Comment 2”. In this section, 

teachers may use a numeric mark such 

as “54.” This number will correspond 

with a comment that is printed on the 

back of the report card. 

 

Another way teachers may communicate feedback about areas of strength and 

opportunities for growth is through the “Narrative” comment section. In this area 

teachers may write feedback for parents/guardians to read. You may see one or both 

methods used by teachers. 

 

Teachers will provide specific feedback for students receiving a score of 2 or less. In 

addition to feedback provided on the report card, teachers will provide ongoing 

communication with parents/guardians through conferencing, phone calls, emails, etc. 

 
There are conference times built into the elementary school calendar in October and 

March. Parents may request a conference to review their student’s performance at any 

point throughout the year and are not limited to the district conferencing schedule. 
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These scores 1, 1+, 2, 2+, 3, 4 are used to 
report progress on the Washington State 
Learning Standards. 

These scores 1, 2, 3, 4 are used to 
report development of work habits 
and citizenship skills. 

 

 

The attendance area provides a 
record of the number of days absent 
and tardy in each marking period. 

 

         
     

   

 

The current number of days is shown 
along with a total “year to date.” 

What does the elementary report card look like? 
 

         Progress Keys and Attendance Records 

 

 

 
Citizenship Grades Academic Grades 
1     Does Not Meet Standard 1     Does Not Meet Grade Level Standard 
       (Below grade level) 
2     Inconsistently Meets Standard                   
       (Below grade level) 
3     Consistently Meets Standard 

1+   Showing Progress Toward Meeting Some Standards 
2     Meets Some Grade Level Standards 
2+   Showing Progress Toward Consistently Meeting    
        Standards 

4     Exceptional Performance (Scores of 1, 1+, 2, 2+ are below grade level expectations) 
 3     Consistently Meets Grade Level Standards 
 4     Exceptional Performance at or Above Grade Level 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily Attendance 
Description                                                                             Current                 YTD 
Unexcused Absences 0 0 
Excused Absences 1 1 
Unexcused Tardies 0 0 
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Report cards are completed and sent 
home with students in December, 
March, and June.   

Student 
achievement is 
reported by the 
essential learning 
standard. 

The citizenship section reports the development of 
work habits and personal behaviors needed to be a 
successful learner.   

Teachers report achievement for 
each standard or group of standards 
taught and fully assessed that term.   

 

              Academic Areas and Student Progress 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Skills for Learning 

 

Skills for Learning F W S 
Listens and follows school and classroom rules    
Listens and follows directions and procedures    
Demonstrates self-control    
Organizes self and materials    
Produces quality work    
Works independently and manages time well    
Shows respect and recognizes the feelings of others    
Completes assigned homework    

 

MATHEMATICS F W S 
Knows number names and the count sequence 2   
Understand addition as putting together and 
adding to, understand subtraction as taking apart 
and taking from 

3   

READING    
With prompting and support, identify the main 
topic and retell key details within informational 
text  

3   
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Included on each report card will be teacher comments and/or 
narrative feedback. For the first and third trimesters, this feedback 
may be provided during a scheduled parent-teacher conference.   

At the end of each report card section are two spaces for comment 
codes. These number codes align with pre-made comments associated 
with the content area.  

 The key for the numeric comment is found on 
the back side of the report card. 

Narrative or written comments may also be added to the report card by teachers. 

               Teacher’s Comments and Narrative Feedback 
 

 

 

WRITING F W S 
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing in a variety of texts    
- Comment 1 10   
- Comment 2 19   

 

 
 

 

10-Student is a pleasure to have in class.  

19-Has made good progress. 

 

 

 

 

MP 1 
Staff Name 
Michaels, Anna 

Comment 
Jane is progressing nicely in her reading. She 
is meeting her reading goals and reading 
grade level text fluently. 
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Puyallup Glossary of Assessment, Grading and Reporting Terms    

 

Achievement:   The level of performance on learning targets and standards. 

 

Assessment: The process of gathering information that reflects levels of student 
achievement using multiple strategies to measure achievement of the 
standards. 

 

Curriculum: The district adopted resources and the district approved educational 
experiences used in each subject area at each grade level. 

 

DIBELS: Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills…this series of reading 
assessments are given to K-6th grade students. 

 

ELPA 21: The annual English language proficiency assessment given to identified 
K-12 English Language Learners. 

 

Essential Standard: The critical standard students need to access the next level of learning. 

 

Evaluation: Judgments made about the quality of student achievement over time 
for communicating student achievement to others. 

 

Evidence: Statements or products that demonstrate ways in which students 
demonstrate progress on learning outcomes. 

 

Feedback:   Specific information or data provided to students which guides their 
personal efforts toward improved learning. 

 

Formative Assessments: Assessment for learning. It is a gathering of information during the 
learning process. It requires constructive and specific feedback aimed at 
improved learning.  
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Frameworks: The breakdown of the standards in grade level or content expectations. 

 

Grades or grading: The number or letter at the end of a time period as a summary 
statement of student learning/achievement. 

 

Mark: The number (or letter) given to any student assessment or performance. 
Can be used interchangeably with the term “score.” 

 

Mastery effort:   Mastery is usually defined as 80% but can be changed to reflect a 
subject. Example: multiplication facts at 100%. It is the level at which 
educators feel the student has demonstrated a thorough knowledge of 
the material.  

 

Performance Standards: The level students are expected to demonstrate knowledge and skills. 

 

Progress: A student’s improvement toward or beyond the standard. 

 

Rubric: A scoring guide that identifies specific criteria for assessing student 
learning, separated into levels of performance, describing degrees of 
proficiency, relative to a given task. 

 

Score: The number (or letter) given to any student assessment or performance. 
Can be used interchangeably with the term “mark.” 

 

Smarter Balanced  The annual Washington State Assessment given in ELA and Math  
Assessment (SBA):   to students in grades 3-8 and 11. 
 

Standard: A skill with a defined set of criteria that can be demonstrated 
independently by a student. A coherent expectation about what 
students should know and be able to do. 

 

Success Criteria: Statements which define what proficiency looks like for a learning 
standard. These statements are often written as “Students will be able 
to” statements. 
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Summative Assessments: It is an assessment of learning. Designed to allow students to 
demonstrate achievement toward the expectations of a course. It forms 
the primary basis for reporting achievement. 

 

WaKIDS Assessment: The assessment given to incoming kindergarten students measuring 
objectives including social, emotional, and academic skills. 

 

Washington State  The entire group of content area learning standards including the  
Learning Requirements: Common Core Standards, Next Generation Science Standards, as well as 

various content area standards. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


